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Script for Hearing on Application For Temporary

Inpatient Mental Health Services

NOTE: This script is for the Final Hearing on an Application
for Temporary Inpatient Mental Health Services, not for the
Probable Cause Hearing, which must be held within 72 hours of
the Emergency Detention Order. The responses below are
typical but may vary depending upon circumstances.

THE COURT: Good morning. I’m going to call

__________ County Court to order. We are here today for

Cause Number __________, on an application filed by

__________, in the interest in the matter of __________,

hereinafter called Proposed Patient. The application alleges 

that the Proposed Patient is a person with mental illness

and that he is likely to cause serious harm to himself or to

others, or is suffering severe abnormal mental, emotional,

or physical distress, is experienced substantial mental or

physical deterioration of his ability to function

independently, and is unable to make a rational and

informed decision as to whether or not to submit to

treatment.
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Mr. __________, you’re here today to represent the State in

this cause; is that correct?

Prosecutor: That’s correct.

THE COURT: Mr. __________, you’ve been appointed by

the Court to represent __________ in this cause here today; 

is that correct?

Appointed Counsel: Yes, your Honor.

THE COURT: Any motions or waivers by the state?

Prosecutor: No motions or waivers by the state at this time.

THE COURT: Mr. __________, anything on behalf of the

proposed patient?

Appointed Counsel:  Yes, Judge. I filed a waiver of my client’s
right appear at today’s hearing. It is my opinion as his attorney
that it is not in his best interest to appear today.

THE COURT: The Court will accept the Waiver of the

Proposed Patient’s appearance and finds that it is not in
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the Proposed Patient’s best interest to appear for purposes

of today’s hearing. Is the State ready to proceed?

Prosecutor: We are. Judge, before we begin, before I call my first 
witness, for the purpose of our 14-day hearing I will offer two
Physician’s Certificates of Medical Examination for Mental
Illness. One was prepared by Dr. _______, who is here this
morning to offer testimony. That one was filed in the clerk’s
office on ____________. The second was filed on
__________________, prepared by Dr._________. I will offer
those at this time.

Appointed Counsel:  I have no objection.

THE COURT: The Court will accept the Physician’s

Certificates of Medical Examination for Mental Illness that

have been offered as evidence. Any further opening

statements?

Prosecutor: Nothing further from the State.

Appointed Counsel:  No, your Honor. 

THE COURT: Mr. __________, call your first witness.

Prosecutor: Thank you, Your Honor, call Dr. ___________.
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(Witness approaches the witness stand) (Witness sworn by the
court)

Direct Examination by Prosecutor:

Question: Dr., would you please for the record state your name?

Answer: Dr. _____________.

Question: You are a licensed physician here in the state of
Texas?

Answer: Yes, sir.

Question: We are here this morning for purposes of a 14-day
hearing in regard to temporary inpatient services. Are you
familiar with the Proposed Patient?

Answer: I am.

Question: Have you conducted a psychiatric evaluation of
__________?

Answer: (describes when and where evaluations were conducted)

Question: And as a result of your evaluation do you have an
opinion as to whether or not the Proposed Patient is person with 
mental illness?

published with revisions through the 87th Legislature 2021
Mental Health Scripts - 5

Script for Hearing on Application For Temporary Inpatient Mental Health Services



Answer: Yes, sir. It is my professional opinion that he is a person 
with a mental illness.

Question: What is your diagnosis at this time?

Answer: (Dr. explains diagnosis)

Question: Is this an opinion that you have developed based
upon not only your evaluation, but also the patient’s history and
the patient’s medical records?

Answer: Yes.

Question: Doctor, as a result of this mental illness, do you
believe that the Proposed Patient is likely to cause serious harm
to himself?

Answer: Yes.

Question: Based on what you have observed at the facility, is
there a recent overt act that tends to confirm this?

Answer: Yes. (Dr. explains background and rationale of his
evaluation and diagnosis)

Question: Are you concerned that the patient may present a
harm to others?
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Answer: Yes.

Question: What have you observed to lead you to this
conclusion?

Answer: (Dr. explains)

Question: And you believe this is a continuing result of the
mental illness that you have diagnosed him with?

Answer: Yes, sir.

Question: Do you believe that at this time the Proposed Patient
is suffering from severe or abnormal mental, emotional or
physical distress?

Answer: A combination, yes, sir.

Question: As a result of that, do you believe that it is having
some effect on his ability to function independently?

Answer: Yes, I do.

Question: Is this deterioration exhibited by his inability to
provide for his basic needs, such as food, clothing, health, safety, 
or willingness to submit to treatment?

Answer: Yes, sir.
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Question: Where do you feel he is with regard to being able to
make rational decisions with respect to submitting to treatment?

Answer: He is still very confused, very disoriented, does require
frequent redirection from the staff just to complete routine
activities of daily living, but also requires frequent redirection
just to address some of the behavioral issues, to control his
behaviors, to control impulsive urges and things of that nature.
But for just basic ordinary activities of daily living, he requires
constant instruction and assistance.

Question: And is the Proposed Patient presently on medication
at this time?

Answer: Since hospitalization, he is on medication, and this
probably goes to judgment as well. Over the course of the
hospitalization, he has at times been frequently poorly compliant 
and at times been noncompliant with recommendations for
medications.

Question: If he is committed, what is your treatment plan and
prognosis for the Proposed Patient?

Answer: Our treatment plan will be __________. (Dr. explains)

Question: Do you intend to request court-ordered medication?

Answer: Yes, sir.
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Question: Do you believe that this is the least restrictive setting
for _________ at this time?

Answer: Yes.

Prosecutor: Pass the witness.

THE COURT: Does Counsel for the Proposed Patient

have any questions?

Appointed Counsel:  Yes, your honor.

(Cross Examination by Appointed Counsel)

Appointed Counsel:  Do you feel like __________ will be in a
position to be able to go back to the nursing home?

Answer: Yes.

Question: How long do you think that will take?

Answer: Our anticipated discharge date is _______.

Question: At this point are you seeing some improvement in
him?

Answer: (Dr. describes improvement)
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Question: Once you get him to a point you feel like he can act
appropriately and be safe in a nursing home, is the plan for him
to return to the nursing home?

Answer: Yes.

Appointed Counsel:  Pass the witness.

THE COURT: Mr. __________?

Prosecutor: Judge, I don’t have any further questions for Dr.
___________.

THE COURT: Dr. ________, thank you for your

testimony. You may step down.

(Witness departs the witness stand.)

THE COURT: Mr. __________, your next witness?

Prosecutor: Nothing further from the State. We would rest at
this time.

Appointed Counsel:  Rest and close, Judge.
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THE COURT: Does the State wish to make a closing

statement?

Prosecutor: Yes, your honor. (Prosecutor makes closing
statement)

THE COURT: Does Appointed Counsel with to make a

closing statement?

Appointed Counsel:  Yes, your honor. (Appointed Counsel
makes closing statement)

THE COURT: Thank you counselors. The Court finds that 

all necessary parties have been served with a copy of the

Application and written notice of the time and place of the

hearing. It further appears to the Court that Dr. ________

and Dr. ________, both of whom are duly licensed to

practice medicine in the State of Texas, have timely filed

their medical certificates, both stating that the patient is a

person with mental illness. The Court finds that all of the

provisions of the Texas Mental Health Code have been

complied with. After considering all the evidence and

testimony presented here today, the Court finds that the

facts and allegations in the above-mentioned Application
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are true and correct, and the Court finds the patient is a

person with mental illness and as a result of that mental

illness, the patient is likely to cause serious harm to himself 

or others, and will, if not treated, continue to suffer severe

and abnormal mental, emotional, or physical distress and

will continue to experience deterioration of the ability to

function independently. The Court further finds that the

Proposed Patient is unable to make rational, informed

decisions as to whether or not to submit to treatment. The

Court orders that the patient is hereby committed for

court-ordered inpatient temporary mental health services to 

__________ (treatment location) for a period not to exceed

90 days. It is further ordered that the clerk of this Court will 

issue a Writ of Commitment in duplicate to take the patient 

to __________ (treatment location) for acceptance by the

director of that mental health facility.

Anything further gentlemen?

Prosecutor: Nothing further from the State.

Appointed Counsel:  No, your Honor.
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THE COURT: If not, we will be adjourned in this case.
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Script for Hearing on Application To Administer

Psychoactive Medications

THE COURT: The Court will call cause number

_________ to consider an Application to Administer

Court-Ordered Psychoactive Medications. Let the record

reflect that the State is represented by __________, and the

Court has appointed _________ to represent the Proposed

Patient. Is the State ready to proceed?

Prosecutor: Yes, your Honor. We will call Dr.
_______________.

(Dr. approaches witness stand and is sworn)

(Direct Examination)

Question: Please state your name for the record?

Answer: Dr. _____________

Question: You are a licensed physician here in the State of
Texas?

Answer: Yes, sir.
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Question: We are here today on an Application for to
Administer Psychoactive Medications to the patient,
__________. Is that correct?

Answer: Yes, sir.

Question: Did you submit that Application to the Court for
consideration today?

Answer: Yes, sir.

Question: At this time is the patient subject to court ordered
temporary inpatient mental health services?

Answer: Yes, sir.

Question: Have you conducted a psychiatric evaluation of the
patient?

Answer: Yes, the initial psychiatric evaluation was completed on
_____________.

Question: What is your diagnosis of the patient?

Answer: The diagnosis is _____________ (Dr. explains).

Question: Do you feel at this time he has the ability to rationally
consent to the administration of psychoactive medications?
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Answer: I do not.

Question: Why you believe he lacks that capacity at this time?

Answer: Based on his diagnosis and also evidenced by his history 
of erratic behavior and non-compliance.

Question: Do you feel he understands the risks or benefits with
regard to taking medication?

Answer: I do not.

Question: What classes of medication are you seeking the Court
to order?

Answer: (Dr. describes medications he believes may need to be
administered to patient).

Question: Based upon that request, what do you believe the
patient’s prognosis is if treated with those classes of medications
at this time?

Answer: With the continued compliance and using the requested 
medications we believe that his prognosis is much improved.

Question: If those medications are not administered, what you
believe would happen?
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Answer: We believe that he would suffer continued deterioration 
(Dr. explains).

Question: Do you feel at this time there are alternatives that
could be considered that would be more effective than the
medication?

Answer: I do not.

Question: Based upon that belief, are you requesting today that
the Court give you the opportunity to be able to administer
different classes of psychoactive medications? In other words, if
you see that one type of medication is not working, you would
be able to move through the different lists until you find
something that is working properly and improving his current
status?

Answer: Yes, sir.

Prosecutor: Pass the witness.

THE COURT: Mr. __________ do you have any

questions?

Cross Examination

Question: What medications was __________ taking before he
was admitted?
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Answer: I don’t believe that he was taking anything on a regular
basis. It is my understanding that he had not been compliant
with the medication for some time.

Question: Had the patient become unstable and erratic and
potentially dangerous to himself?

Answer: Yes, sir.

Question: Since he has been on the medication, have you seen
improvement?

Answer: Yes, sir.

Question: Do you feel like without the medication he will regress 
back to the condition he was in when he first arrived at your
facility?

Answer: Yes, sir.

Question: With the medication, the hope is that he will not have
to come back again; is that correct?

Answer: Yes, sir.

Question: Is he capable of rationally making the decision himself 
about whether or not he should take medication?
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Answer: He is not.

Question: Do you think he will ever be to the point where he is
able to rationally make that decision?

Answer: I do not believe that he will.

Appointed Counsel:  Pass the witness.

Prosecutor: No further questions.

THE COURT: Thank you, Dr.

(Witness departs the witness stand.)

Prosecutor: Nothing further from the State, Judge. We would
rest and close at this time.

Appointed Counsel:  I would rest and close also, Judge.

THE COURT: Does the State wish to make a closing

statement? 

Prosecutor: Yes, your honor (Prosecutor makes closing
statement)
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THE COURT: Does Appointed Counsel wish to make a

closing statement?

Appointed Counsel:  Yes, your honor (Appointed Counsel
makes closing statement)

THE COURT: Thank you Counsel. The Court finds all

necessary notices and copies of the Application have been

served as required by law, and that all the provisions of the

Texas Mental Health Code have been met. The Court finds 

that the Application has been submitted by the patient’s

physician, who has examined the patient, and the

physician states that the patient is in need of psychoactive

medication, but lacks the capacity to make a decision

regarding administration of said medication, and it is in the 

patient’s best interest that psychoactive medication be

administered. Considering all of the evidence, including

the Application and the testimony of Dr. ________, it

appears to the Court that the allegations in the Application

are true and correct and are supported by clear and

convincing evidence. The Court finds that treatment with

the proposed medications is in the best interest of the

patient, and that the patient lacks the capacity to make a

published with revisions through the 87th Legislature 2021
Mental Health Scripts - 20

Script for Hearing on Application To Administer Psychoactive
Medications



decision regarding administration of said medication.

Accordingly, it is ordered that __________ (treatment

facility) is authorized to administer the following classes of

psychoactive medications, including (list all medications

that the Court is ordering, example: antidepressants, mood

stabilizers, anxiolytics, etc.).

It is also ordered that during this period, the dosage of the

herein authorized classes of psychoactive medications can

be increased, decreased, or discontinued as needed. The

substitution of medications within the same class is

permitted. It is further ordered that, in addition to the

administration of such medications, the physician shall

perform physical and laboratory examinations as necessary

to ensure the safety of the patient in accordance with

prevailing standards of care.

This Order expires on the expiration or termination date of

the Order for Temporary Inpatient Mental Health Services, 

dated ________. A copy of this order will be delivered to

the patient and the patient’s attorney to serve as written

notification of Court’s determination.
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Anything further counsel?

THE COURT: If not, we are adjourned.
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